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Zechariah 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title, Author, and Date 

 Named for its author, Zechariah; means ―the Lord remembers‖;  

 Only Isaiah alludes to the coming Messiah more than Zechariah 

 Zechariah was also a priest; according to tradition, he was a member of the Great Synagogue, a 120-member 

council established by Nehemiah and presided over by Ezra; later, the council developed into the ruling 

elders of the nation, known as the Sanhedrin 

 Zechariah was part of the first group of exiles to return to Jerusalem under Zerubbabel 

 Book opens during the second year of Darius I (520 BC) 

 Zechariah and Haggai were contemporaries 

Background and Setting 

 Historical Background 

 Same background as Haggai; Israel returning to homeland in 538 BC and beginning the work of rebuilding 

the temple in 536 BC; Haggai and Zechariah called to stir up the people for temple reconstruction and 

spiritual revival 

The Message of the Book of Zephaniah 

 The style of the book  

 Often called the ―apocalypse of the Old Testament‖; Filled with visions, prophecies, signs, heavenly visitors, 

the voice of God; Prophecies relate both to immediate audience and future generations 

 It is also practical and deals with issues like repentance, divine care, salvation, and holy living 

 The message of the book 

 The night visions (Zechariah 1:1–6:14) 

 These visions promise the same things we’ve seen in Haggai 

 Restoration of Israel; God will bless the nation because of the people leading the rebuilding of the 

temple 

 Don’t look for every detail in these visions to symbolize something 

 There is generally one basic idea that each vision communicates 

 The vision of the man among the myrtle trees (1:7–17) 

 God will bring judgment against the nations who feel safe and secure/Jerusalem will be restored 

 The vision of the four horns and the four craftsmen (1:18–21) 

 Nations that harm Israel will be destroyed 

 Horn is symbol of power; four horns represent the powers that have oppressed Israel 

 The vision of the man with a measuring line (2:1–12) 

 Jerusalem will be bigger and better than ever 
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 The vision of the new garments for the high priest (3:1–10) 

 Cleansing of the priest/restored worship—ultimate restoration 

 The vision of the golden lampstand and the two olive trees (4:1–14) 

 Joshua and Zerubbabel empowered and blessed by God; their work in building the temple makes it 

possible for God’s presence to be there with the people 

 The lampstand (cf. Exodus 25:31): Represents the presence of God 

 The two olive trees: Offices of priest and king 

 The two olive branches (4:6–10 with 3:6–8): Zerubbabel and Joshua 

 The vision of the flying scroll (5:1–4) 

 Judgment on those who violate God’s Law 

 God takes sin seriously and will punish and judge his people when they are sinful 

 Just building the temple won’t restore you 

 You won’t be fully restored until you deal with sin 

 The vision of the woman in a basket (5:5–11) 

 Removal of guilt of land of Babylon 

 God will not tolerate sin in the land 

 The vision of the four chariots (6:1–8)  

 Judgment of nations is coming 

 The promise to Joshua (6:9–14) 

 God will ultimately restore his people 

 Key messianic texts in Zech 9-14 – their Old Testament context and how they apply to Christ 

 Zechariah 9:9–17 

 V. 9 Fulfilled during the first coming of Jesus 

 Riding on a colt, the foal of a donkey 

 V. 10-17; first coming and second coming presented together 

 Zechariah 11:4–17 

 The rejection of the shepherd 

 Zechariah acts out the role of the shepherd 

 The people reject the Lord as their shepherd; pay me what you think I’m worth; paid 30 shekels, price 

of a slave 

 Warning concerning the worthless shepherd; you’ve rejected me, so I’ll send the Antichrist 

 Rejection of the Lord as shepherd (11-12:13) 

 Their rejection of Jesus as their 

shepherd (Matt. 26:14-15) 

 Zechariah 12:10–14 

 The Lord will destroy Zion’s enemies 

 Israel will recognize that they have 

pierced (rejected) their Lord 

 The Piercing of Jesus on the cross 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lasor, Hubbard, and Bush: Old Testament Survey 
Longman and Dillard: An Introduction to the Old Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Gary Yates 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Commentary 


